&

)

00037414-AS-IA-BATCH006-DOC0014-LET-20240 Page 1 of 4



@

UNITED STATES ' ;
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -t '

OFFICE OF IHDIAN AFFAIRS g“:' “'”2:2 z‘“wﬁ'é‘“m’iz
May 29, 184

Commisstener of Indies Affeira
Merchabdlise Nart
Chicage B4, Iliineia

Attantion: O. R. Bando, Asaceints Director of Efadntien ‘

Dear I.r- Bunder
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the records of the ﬂwrmwbo Lndies A.gmwy wre nok “ry
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1,000 indikna L4¥INg there; suw thers dre jum'
M g’ B iy the T inie Gasl Buk sl tivated
weras uf hhd«-adwrﬁnq b e obd enourl Fe
Commiasioner, Thare' are sxkensive 1Mmﬂmw¢
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m olboome -of ‘the- whols wm; wia ik, mwu Tod¥ess
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or whatewér T4 ndf bos a’& w1 el €he lu%ﬁrth!;% :
bottar. Wheo s Land Wgwdwﬂ- Lt Glhe lakide ‘off TEl Py i
ewamy ; thore wed spparedtly & Soud Ahnt-thesd Tididdd “% 47* '
bave n right to the cwnbrship of ‘this laad ‘wsier i prugﬂym
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ihve land on which they hod rosidenco sLbis ohsoged throughont
the history of the repeh. In the Twentios, tha whole e tber
came into ths oourta for sattlemont azd for slesrance of title.
The court ruled thet the titls to this lond waa in ths El Tejon
Haneh Compeny and net in ¥he Todlans .

fhiz school building wns bullt befors final deolniom Fe=
gariding the title to the resiah had boer umde. Our records
ds not indients that any plecs of Laed from the B Yejoo Hsnch
wis copweyed to the Gowernment. cortainly T would say what
if thare wax any conveysmom, it wivld represent oply this
spall territory upon which the wohool sbande—aboit s wsre io
siap. Home of tbs gurrewsding lund used by the fndians e
GovsTmsstounnd laod. The Indisns i o the rench lapdes
o wory umall plece-use it, mnd work for the raah; but they
i naws #o title to it B

Tho E1-Pejon Sehoclhouse is on our propsrby List. 1 an
i rather fully senwisced from what thers ia in the T¥lea thet
' Poderal finds wers wied be onsbrust ke builddhg entirely
ar to s lsrge sxtent. But, T do net Fuow the copditions under
! abich that Federsl money west dm. 1 wm omdsr the e A A Lome—
: us u mebber of faot, T feel yaite sure-that in 1920, either
i fgrante-tn-aid® wers weing glvan to school distrists or
contracts oxleted with sons xoboel dstricts and Counties for
j the sducstion of Todien oldldres. o gronts-ip-sid of & son-
: tract srlsted with Kern Cousty, then, ard 4 4ie bulTding wao
| built whder sush x proosdurs, would the titls to the buildieg .
I logieally beleng o Esrn Gounty or to he Pederal Gévermmnt? '
- The straoge thing ie that the butlding is on owr preperty
rosopds. T oashot help but wonder whetler Lt was tiok pioked
up on property becsaes & ‘eertain mmemt of modey was plaved
P Lhere Tor conwtroeting this i lding =nd thie olfice, deniriag
o heve soms record of how it spomt Lte memny, liated the
puilding oo Lte properfy records, sves Hhough 1% s bullt
coder tihve County wed ay a park of o progyem of oontrasting
for the Intien sducubion. o

Wo do know Prom the ffles that thore were conokderabls
wiolssitudes in the construction of this boildipg. Tt wes
difeult to get permlasion, , %o ruseh o senstruct the
Yuilding. This Le ndiestediy the Twek that lusber was onoe
Hauled out thers wnd pobiody kdew whote e Building wra polig
to be erected. Mr. Lopss, the waseger, did pot went thee %
construst the building, and, spparently, b Taddsn Buard of
Truptons wanted it in &, ourtain plecs. Thwte wes S0
sontrowsray sbout the site. It is all very ol umed .

. T an writing to Soperintendant Hart and siking bAm if kis
filea ahow smything regarding this bollding abd the land upon
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whloh 4t reste. Aftor T hear from hiw, I will write you'
sgain. To the poantime—-sines I ma not making & fiokl recos-
pndation--there are & fow things which 1 world 1ike to have
you Turs 4eer in your wind. This puilding, 4 it e oot
waed g & sohool buildlng--peraonal 1y, T bhink Lb Lo o wdry
poor building and has Hiad too high s ewdustion pluond byow
ih by Mr. Lessh of ths Consbruation Divisien-wmill probibly
stand there unused wod suffer the Pate of similar tuildinge
cuch ay tie Toksla sehool building. 14 will burn dows sooe
dmy or pot Wy

14 should, bawewsr, be borte in sind that hors i &
ohable nnd sonil Todias populetion of pevhaps bom or twelve
fomd Lhoe who have slways lived on ¥l Tejon Hunch aod would
probalily eonkivue S0 live thers for & eonsidersble period of
N, T ik 3% would be u botter idon to hdve the nebdol
clused wad the childrim spopeported 1o Lhe funset  Gahool, as
is new plamad by Supsrbitendent Bart. Tiw juporiant thing ix
thet soms wwy be fopnd sush that this building way be ovsed in
commestion Wit the Sunsyt Bcboal. That wonld by en sgomamlanl
end wopsible wee o whiek Che building eould b put. IF Ehack
A6 nob possibls, thes T thidk you w1l have to Fads the fect
at the OffSes iy wesieting in perpotusting & oty poor
sobool b i Tejons It may be mevestary to gpive N¥r. Bért Nmds
ety through the vontract--whioh 18 not suppossd to bo nasd
fop, toilding purptsass—ar through logleletion wnd spproprintion
fuwds that will permit the adfrtion Yo the Smaset Behst) «

{ suggent that you leok through your Tiles snd detormine,
iF poseibls, whother o wot the land on whish the dehool remts
18 Gevermeont Tasd. Our files d6 pnot indicate the status af
thia lemd. Howewer, we will contisus bo senreh oar filew,
insluding come old rocords owe in the storersam, to ses if we
san f4nd soms wore informetien.

Ty finel summery, thers ie ne doubt o my wind thet it ie
desirable to clove this schodl. Keither is thore any doulkrk in my
wind that the bost uss of this subonl could be made by
Buperintendent Bert, in eemscoblos with the Bunsst Hchool.
Fipsliy, 1 want to indicats that thers 14 & Wery grave questlen
i wy wind shether ths Yand wpon which the wahios) TeAtE WS eVl
owned by ths Goverpaent. If ewol is the cowe, doss the Pedorel
Doversment own the buildimg? Would it nok follow the luw that
tmprowments beeowe part of the labd?

Blaverely yours,

Jm&;n . Hookwell,
Sape inbendeit
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